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The «-trifluoromethyl substituted «-amino acids known so far, exhibit
interesting biological properties. Some act as enzyme inhjbitors, some as anti-
hypertensive agents. and some show strong antibacterial activities [1.2}.
Consequently, the development of new syntheses for 2-substituted 3.3.3-trifluoro-
alanine derivatives is of current bioorganic and biomedicinal interest.

We report on a novel. general access to a-trifluoromethyl substituted
x-amino acids starting from 5-fluoro-4-trifluoromethyloxazoles [31].
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